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ANSD Conventions are organized and operated by a Convention committee elected in the area where the 

conventions are to take place.  This committee’s formation and operation is guided by the ANSDC Board.  
The Board selects a successful applicant from bids submitted for a particular convention, then oversees the 

preparations and operation by that committee who is subsequently contracted to the Board to operate 

that convention.  

 

The Board usually meets on the day before the National Convention begins and again following the 

closure.   

 

In total our Board is made up of 19 Convention convenors and 2 associate members who bring special 

talents and skills to our Board.  

 

The Board Management Committee is made up of Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Executive Secretary, 

Treasurer, Documents Manager, myCAV Delegate, Archive Manager and a predetermined number of 

ordinary members (2 at present).  Management Committee members hold positions for 3 years and rotate 

two at a time.  

 

AT this year’s meeting elections were held for Deputy Chairman and Documents Manager.  Howard 

Cockburn was re-elected unopposed as Deputy Chair and Gordon Hearne stepped down from his role of 

Documents Manager that he has held since 2005.  During that time, he has overseen the update of our 

documents.  The Manual for the Operation of ANSDC was approved last year and our new Rules document 

(or Constitution) is ready for presentation and approval by Consumer Affairs (Office of Fair Trading)  

 

Barry Chandler was elected our new Documents Manager and is prepared to fill the big shoes formerly 

worn by Gordon.  

 

The decision to cancel the 61st  ANSDC in the Blue Mountains was difficult to make and was not made in 

haste.  In retrospect it was completely the right decision but not without regret.  The grief that it caused to 

we dancers was negligible compared to that experienced by Ros and David Todd and their committee and 

we applaud and congratulate them all for their efforts and for the way they handled the situation.  It took a 

toll on many – both physically and mentally so let’s all join and show our appreciation.  

 

During the National Convention hiatus due to COVID 19, our Board was extremely busy.  As you can 

appreciate there were many decisions that had to be made to ensure the future of National Conventions 

once viable to operate again.  It was agreed that the 2 already approved Nationals in Adelaide and Darwin 

should not be “first” out of COVID whenever that would be, so the board made the decision to operate and 
underwrite the 62nd leaving Adelaide to follow in 2023 and Darwin in 2024.  A bid was also approved for 

Queensland, next in line to host the 65th in 2025.  
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During the past 2 years the Board completed and adopted the upgrade of the Manual for the Operation of 

ANSDC which is “The Bible” for Convention Committees and those thinking of preparing a bid for a future 

National.  Part of this upgrade included a modernized Dress Code, constructed from responses received 

from many dancers, clubs and organisations.  

 

Following incorporation, our Rules, the name we give to our constitution, had to be upgraded to align with 

model rules for incorporated bodies as required by Consumers Affairs (Office of Fair Trading)  This was a 

massive undertaking and the finalised documents can now be submitted to Consumers Affairs for approval 

and registration.  Thanks again Gordon Hearne.  

 

It often takes a google search to find future National Convention information online as each has its own 

preferred website.  NOT NOW!!!! Rather than impose restrictions on the hosting we have centralized all 

future National Conventions onto a page dedicated to National Conventions on the squaredance.org 

website thanks to the co-operation of the National Society. Go onto the site and look.  

 

Our Board recognized former Board Member Kit Spalding on celebrating her 100th birthday earlier this 

year.  Kit was inducted as a Life Patron in 1993.  

 

Another of our Board’s responsibilities is to ensure that we have bids for future National Conventions.  We 
acknowledge there could be possible disappointment of a group who may submit a bid only to find they 

are one of many and are not accepted.  For this reason, and to maintain the unofficial rotation through the 

states and territories, we have developed an “intention to bid” list, the purpose of which is to encourage 
groups and states to think ahead and consider when it might be a right time to host a National in their 

state, particularly if there is a date of significance for the state that might have the advantage of a 

“piggyback’ potential.  
 

I’d like to repeat a comment I made in my report to this meeting in 2019  “The Board and other 
organisations who meet at your National Convention are here to serve you and provide what you want to 

see in those organisations.  If you are not happy with your Board or Committee, or what’s happening in 
your organisation don’t complain or criticize amongst yourselves.  Give your organisation feedback, go to 
their meetings or send your comments through proper channels.  You can’t change things by gossip or 

comments meant to undermine good intentions and promote disunity.  Remember – those organisations 

function only because generous people volunteer”.  
 

I’d like to express my thanks to our Board Members for their valuable and continued support and their 

contributions to the efforts in maintaining our goal and purpose.  I’ll make a special mention to 2 retiring 
board members who have given valuable service – Tony Hooper and Gordon Hearne.  

 

Finally, I have adopted a new mantra for the remaining year of my term as Chairman – “We are Board 
Members, not just seats on the Board”.  
 

Be safe everybody and take care.  

Nev McLachlan  

Chairman  

 


